
            QC Elite’s Boosters are a 
very big part of the team. Boosters 
are either volunteers or parents of 
current or past students. Boosters 
help plan the travel and meals for 
competitions, community outreach 
projects, ways to promote or ad-
vertise the team, fundraising 
events, Saturday lunches during 
the build season, and the open 
house. Boosters meet every other 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at the Coyne 
Center School. 
            Every year Booster elec-
tions are held at the September 
meeting. The Boosters who are 
elected then take office on October 
1st. The positions voted for are 
President, Vice-President, and 
Secretary/Treasurer for Booster 
parents. Also, Media Liaison and 

Clerk are open for Booster volun-
teers or parents. This year, QC 
Elite’s Boosters voted Dave Carl-
son as President. He is in charge of 
general coordination of the team. 
Terry Johnson was elected Vice-
President and is in charge of or-
ganizing all travel plans and hotel 
reservations. She also arranges 
public affairs. Jon Burgstrum was 
voted as Secretary/Treasurer and 
handles the team’s money. Cecili a 
Vogel was appointed as Clerk; she 
assists the treasurer. Michael LeG-
ate was appointed as Media Liai-
son and is in charge of helping and 
relaying information to the media 
team. 
            QC Elite Team #648 is 
grateful for all the hard work the 
Boosters have done for us. 

 Boosters Elected by Chelsea Roberts 
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Dave Car lson 

Jon Burgstrum 

Terr i Johnson 

Cecili a Vogel 

M ichael LeGate 
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tive part in the team's work.  
            When asked about the 
team's strengths, he responded 
with, “Diversity. Two schools 
from two states coming together 
and putting their differences 
aside to form one great team.  A 
few of my favorite memories 
come to mind. Watching the stu-
dents learn and grow and step up 
to the challenge. It's phenome-
nal. Seeing the team quickly 
overcome the disappointing de-
cision made at last year's Mi d-
west Regional and holding their 
heads high and coming home a 
winner regardless of the compe-
tition's outcome. The sheer mag-

nitude of how our community 
outreach program has grown 
leaps and bounds.”  
            Mark also explained 
what FIRST means to him: 
“TEAMWORK. Seeing all the 
different individuals come to-
gether, volunteering their time 
and efforts, to make a difference 
in young people's li ves.”  

Some people say he's the 
man behind the team. Some say 
he's the best person our team 
has. But there's no denying that 
Mark Damewood is one of the 
hardest working members of the 
team and one of the most influ-
ential. 
            Mark Damewood has 
been a part of the robotics team 
since the 2001-2002 season, and 
has been a huge part of the 
team's dev elopment. He has 
been president of the booster 
club for the past few years, relin-
quishing his title this season to 
Dave Carlson. Despite this, how-
ever, he continues to take an ac-

               FLL stands for FIRST 
Lego League, which consists of 
teams at the elementary school 
level. They construct robots and 
enter competitions just as Team 
648 does. However,  they build 
their robots out of Lego blocks.  
Playing fields are 4x8 tables on 
which the robot performs vari-
ous tasks.  Recently, as a  com-

munity project, about a dozen 
members of Team 648, along 
with a number of FLL members, 
combined forces to build tables 
for use by the Lego League.  In 
about 2-1/2 hours the group not 
only produced 2 playing fields 
but also had a chance to meet 
and work with each other on a 
worthwhile project. 
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The Man, The Myth, The Mark T!U Seth Carlson

Team #648 Helps Local Lego League VXW�Y[Z]\!Z_^�`.acbedgf6f�h

 
Dodge Ball Tournament by Neil Forberg 

            A robotics team can cost a 
great deal of money. This year the 
students were asked to take a 
larger part in fundraising.  The 

first project entirely planned 
and executed by the students 
was a dodge ball tournament. 
On Dec. 10th, the robotics-
sponsored dodge ball tourna-
ment was held at the Sherrard 
High School. The tournament 
competition was dominated by a 
three-man team who won  con-

sistently. Although there was 
minimal attendance, along with 
moderate profit, it was an active 
day and fun for all who partici-
pated.  The project was less suc-
cessful than had been hoped, 
but the students have learned a 
lot about fundraising.  

Mark Damewood 

Lego League and Team 648 hard at work 
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is, “Don't run out in front of a 
parked car!º 
            Tony Heskett is 16 and is 
a sophomore at Davenport West. 
This is Tony's second year on 
the team. This year he is on the 
media team and is currently 

working on the animation com-
petition. Tony's favorite team 
memory is also the competitions 
since it was his first year. His 
advice for the rookies is, “Don't 
hold anything back.º 

             This year the team has 
many devoted returning mem-
bers. The team has also gained 
many new faces. Two of our vet-
erans are Josh Fahrenkrog and 
Tony Heskett. 

            Josh Fahrenkrog is a 
sophomore at Sherrard Jr/Sr 
High School. He has been on the 
team for 2 years. He is 15 and on 
the Electronics team. One of 
Josh's favorite team memories is 
going to Chicago because it was 
his first competition with the 
team. Josh has some advice for 
the Rookies on our team and that 
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Robotics Veterans by Lacey K. Mandle 
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· Orange  Boxes  denote Team Meetings 

· Jan 6 to Jan 8: Bald Eagle Days 

· Jan 7: FIRST K ick-off in Chicago 

· Jan 8: Team 648 K ick-off  at 1 p.m. 
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 The Great Robot Race by Carl Pierce 

            Just what was the ªGrand 
Challengeº that brought the swarm 
of potential robot building genius' 
to the desert? Simple and sweet: 
Design a vehicle that can navigate 
a 132-mile course over dirt roads, 
paved roads, dry lake beds, sand, 
and rock. There were tunnels and 
cattle guards. Most important of 
all , there was no driver.  The robot 
had to think for itself using infor-
mation from GPS, lasers, and other 
sensing equipment. To win the $2 

milli on prize, the course must be 
completed in ten hours or less.  
            DARPA, the Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects agency, 
dreamed up the ªGrand Challengeº 
as a way to meet a congressional 
mandate to supply the armed 
forces with autonomous vehicles 
by the year 2015. 
            Twenty-three robotic vehi-
cles quali fied to run the final 
course. Early in the morning of 
Saturday, October 8th, the mass of 

geeks, grunts, and gear heads gath-
ered forty miles south of Las Ve-
gas to watch the opening of the 
2nd annual Grand Challenge. 
About seven hours after the kick-
off , the first robot, a blue Volks-
wagen Touareg named Stanley, 
crossed the finish line. There was 
much excitement over Stanley, in-
cluding the comment that it could 
be an invention as important as the  
Wright Brothers' effort at Kitty 
Hawk. 

Josh Fahrenkrog 

Tony Heskett  
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American Muscle - LL C 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers 
Augustana Physics & Engineering Club 
Batteries Plus 
Bechtel Trust & Foundation 
Big River Long Beards 
Bob & Laurel Ostereich 
Bohl Machine & Tool Company 
Car leton L ife Suppor t 
Community Foundation - Great River Bend 
Con-Way Central Express 
Creative Marketing 
Davenport Community Schools 
Day Foundation 
Deere & Company Engineering 
Deere Harvester Credit Union 
Dennis & Ann Duffy 
Dr. Dan Stadleman 
Duffy Law Off ice 
Edgetech Industries 
Elden Cirks 
Exelon Nuclear-QC Generating Station 
Fluid Power Society 
Genesis Systems Group 
IEEE Iowa-I lli nois Section 
 

Institute of Industrial Engineers 
Iowa Fluid Power Inc 
Ipsco Steel Inc. 
James Laas Company Inc 
John Deere Harvester Works 
John Deere PDC 
John Deere Seeding Group 
Karl Greve 
KenTronics 
Mr . & Mrs. David Horan 
Mr. & Mrs. Willi am Bowser 
Maxine & Dick Hoexter 
McCarthy Improvement 
Meyer Landscape and Design 
Midwest Engineering Consultants 
Mill er Container Corporation 
Mr. Robert Kilstrom 
Mr s. Thea LeClair  
Ms. Shirley J Hall  
Norcross Safety Products 
Packaging Technologies 
Pebble Creek Golf Course 
Pizza Hut - Moss Management 
QCESC 
Quad City Conservation Alli ance 
 

Quad City Die Casting Co. Inc. 
Reynolds Motor Co. 
River Stone Group 
River Valley Co-Op 
Rock Island Arsenal Women©s Club 
SAME Rock Island Post 
Scott County IT Department 
Sears Manufactur ing Company 
Sherrard School District 
SME 
Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) 
South Park Mall 
Victory Enterpr ises 
Wendy K. Henzen Agency 
Sherrard Public L ibrary 
Fr iends of Sherrard Public L ibrary 
Fountainhead Auto Sales 
Helen Vogel 
Iowa Precision Forge Co. 
Q.C. Metallurgical Laboratory Inc 
Gabr iel Alderette 
Gaill ard & Patr icia Krewer 
K & K H ardware 
Landre Corporation 
 
Bold Denotes 2006 Sponsor  

2005-06 QC Eli te Team #648 Robotic Sponsors 
Thank You For Your Suppor t!  
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